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Property Name: J. Butler House Inventory Number: CAR-118 

Address: 24790 Dukes Road City: Ridgely Zip Code: 21660 

County: Caroline USGS Topographic Map: Denton, MP 

Owner: Wayne Butler Is the property being evaluated a district? no 

Tax Parcel Number: 86 Tax Map Number: IS Tax Account ID Number: 07-000758 

Project: Caroline County Airport Agency: CCR, Inc. 

Site visit by MHT Staff: X no _yes Name: Date: 

Is the property located within a historic district? yes X no 
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NR-listed district yes Eligible district yes District Name: 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource yes no Non-contributing but eligible in another context 
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The Butler House (CAR-118) is located at 24790 Dukes Road and is a nice example of a two-
story brick Federal style house that was built c. 1790. Wayne Butler currently owns this house. This 
house was constructed during two phases. One section of the house is the brick Federal house and the 
second phase of construction was a two-story addition to the northeast elevation built in the Victorian 
style. The brick portion of the house features a Flemish bond on the front facade of the house and a five-
course common bond on the sides and rear. The entire house displays grapevine mortar joints. The first 
floor of the main facade is three-bays wide and the door displays a flat brick lintel. All of the windows on 
this house are identical in size, but are currently boarded up. There was a porch added at one time to this 
house, but it has been removed. The porch was very likely a later addition to the house. The house does 
feature a boxed cornice and a side-gable roof covered in composition shingles. Brick chimneys are 
located at each interior end of the roof. 
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The frame addition was constructed at a right angle to the original section. The gabled roof is 
covered in composition shingles and the exterior walls are clad in weatherboard. A brick chimney is 
located in the center of the roof. The porch that once was located on the east and south elevations of this 
chouse and continued on the east elevation of the brick portion has all been removed and all that remains 
is the concrete foundation. The windows are boarded up. 

Though the interior was not examined during this survey, a previous survey conducted by the 
Maryland Historic Trust in 1977 described the interior of the brick section as consisting of two rooms on 
the first floor and two-rooms on the second floor with a corner staircase on the west wall of the south 
room. Also in the south room is extensive woodwork including a central fireplace, wood paneling around 
the entrance to the staircase, a built-in cupboard that is well-designed and ornamented, a chair rail, and 
quirk-ogee molded door frames (Bourne 1977). 

To the northwest of the house is a small family cemetery containing five members of the Boon 
family. The graves are oriented east -west and display simple carved marble headstones. The carvings 
on the headstones are very nice and include symbols such as the hand pointing up (pathway to heaven), an 
open book, a poppy (sleep), tombs (obelisks), weeping willow tree, and a wreath of roses. The famiy 
members buried here are Sephronia Boon, died August 13, 1856; William H. Boon, died 1856; Ann 
Miriam Boon the wife of William H. died June 17,1853; Mary Lesler Boon wife of Richard Boon, died 
1847; and Rebecca Ann Boon, died August 15, 1857. 

This house is a nice example of a Federal style house. The house maintains a good level of 
integrity. The original section of the house was constructed c. 1790 and was then improved c. 1910 with a 
two-story Victorian addition. Wayne Butler is the current owner of the vacant house. The condition of 
the interior of the house was not inspected during this survey. The exterior maintains the original 
appearance with the exception of a porch that has been removed from the east elevation of the house and 
the addition of the two-story Victorian section. The interior will need to be inspected. 

The Butler House is recommended for evaluation as potentially eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion C as a good example of a late eighteenth-century Federal style house that maintains a good level 
of overall integrity. This resource is significant at the local level for architecture. The house does not 
appear to be eligible under Criterion A, because it is not associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of history. In addition the house is not known for any 
association with important individuals and is not recommended as eligible for the NRHP under Criterion 
B. 

Prepared by: Jennifer B. Stewart Date Prepared: 08/30/05 
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Image | Subject | MIHP# 
CAR-118a Butler House, Northwest Elevation (Rear) CAR-118 
CAR-118b Butler House, Boon Cemetery CAR-118 
CAR-118c Butler House, Boon Cemetery CAR-118 
CAR-118d Butler House, Boon Cemetery CAR-118 
CAR-118e Butler House, Boon Cemetery CAR-118 
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CAR-118g Butler House, Southeast Elevation (Front) CAR-118 
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CAR-118 
J. Butler House Circa 4th Quarter 18th Century 
Ridgely 
Private 

Reputed to be one of the Boone family houses, the Butler House 
is the smallest of the three, which include Cedarhurst and Marblehead. 
The oldest portion of the house is two stories tall and two bays 
long plus a central entrance on each side. The "hall" contains good 
late 18th Century paneling across the fireplace wall. In form and 
plan, it is like the Noble House near Hickman. The building is es
sentially a vernacular dwelling. 
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DESCRIPTION CAR-118 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE _ 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED XUNALTERED X.ORIGINAL SITE 

X_GOOD _RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The J. Butler House is located on a dirt lane off Dukes Road, 
aprroximately one mile west of Hilly Road in the vicinity of Rid-
gely, Caroline County. The house has two section, a brick Federal 
style house with a frame Victorian addition. 

The original section is two storys of Flemish "bond brick with 
struck joints on the main facade and common bond elsewhere. The 
main facade is three bays on the first story with a central door
way that has a flat arch lintel. There is a replaced sash, 2/2 
panes in wide frames, in the windows which flank the door on the 
first story and identical window are above in the two bay second 
story. The east facade has a full length, one story enclosed frame 
porch. There is a box cornice, asbestos shingle roof, and interior 
end chimney stacks at both gable ends. 

The frame addition was constructed at a right angle to the 
original section. The porch on the original section continues 
along the south side and east gable end of this addition. This 
section of the porch is open and has turned posts and ornamental 
swan-neck brackets. The east gable end has a doorway and a 2/2 
pane sash window on the first story, a central window (shorter in 
size from the first story one) on the second story, and a rectang
ular window in the gable. Windows are numerous along the other 
facades of this two story addition. 

The interior of the brick section is two rooms and the south 
wall of the larger room (the room containing the cross passage of 
the entrances) has extensive woodwork. This wall has a corner 
staircase in the west wall and a central fireplace, with wood panel 
ing around the staircase entrance, above the mantel piece and a 
built-in cupboard well-designed and ornamented in the east section 
of the wall. This room also has a chair rail and quirk-ogee molded 
door frames. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE 

.'ERI0D AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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— 1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

— 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The brick section of the J. Butler House appears to be of late 
eighteenth century build and is particularly significant by 
virtue of its woodwork. The frame addition of the late nineteenth 
century is somewhat more harmonious than other similar situations 
in Caroline County houses. The farmhouse presents a refined 
articulation of rural architecture in the county without the 
pretensions of attempting to be "high style." 

• 
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